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New Permanent Exhibition at Charing Cross Hospital,
London

Now I am just
female.

If I hadn’t
transitioned,

[ wouldn’t be myself
or even alive.

Now I can think
about a family

and education.

It’s like a

second chance at life.

For this commission, Gupta spent a year working in residence with two
departments of Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust: the Adult HIV Clinic
based at St Mary’s Hospital, and The Gender Affirmation Surgery service at
Charing Cross Hospital. Recruited via an open call, LGBTQIA+ people were
invited to collaborate and spend time with Gupta. Necessarily, many of these
dialogues took place online, while Gupta met others in their own spaces: a

churchyard, the high street, parks, bars or grocery stores.

[ was diagnosed in 2016
when [ moved here.

[t was a shock as |

didn’t have any symptoms.
[ just did the test

because my friend Anna
did it.

['m originally from Brazil,
with no family here.

I became

very depressed.

The resulting series of photographs present portrayals of his collaborators’ lives,
their experiences of receiving care and the relationships and transformations
that occur in the process. Each work incorporates a colourful accompanying text
panel, referencing the work of artist Ken Lum. Some fictional, some personal—
they explore family, community, stigma and the lived realities of individuals who
access these vital services. With tenderness and insight, Songs of Deliverance

explores how public health systems shape private modes of belonging.

A selection of large—scale photographic works from the residency are on
permanent display at Charing Cross Hospital, Hammersmith.
The works can be found on the second floor, in the corridor leading to the

restaurant.

Waking up was very sore,
I didn’t think it was going
to be that bad.

My brain and

all this tissue

had been remixed,
removed, restitched and
turned inside out.

All these

nerve endings

are waking up and asking,

“where are we?!”

The day I got diagnosed,

I stopped dancing.

I was so young, and

there was no hope.

Even though they tried

to comfort me and say, “oh,
medical breakthroughs”
and stuff.

I just thought, oh shut up!
That was May 1993.

Sunil Gupta would like to thank all those who collaborated with him, including
patients, models, Imperial Health Charity, Studio Voltaire, Arts Council England

and the staff of Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust.
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